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(54) QUALITY ASSURANCE NODE DEVICE 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To allow the node device 
that transfers packets on a virtual channel VC to attain 
flexible quality assurance and to enhance the resource 
utilizing efficiency on an inter-node link. 

SOLUTION: A header processing section 2 decides a 
packet output destination and a quality class based on 
header information of an arrived packet, a path table 3 
and a quality description table 4 and stores the packet 
In an output queue 6 decided based on the determined 
output destination and quality class. An output control 
section 7 reads a packet from an output queue according 
to the quality set to each output queue 6 and transmits 
the packet through a VC decided based on the 
determined output destination and quality class. The 
quality description table 4 has columns of a virtual 
leased network number, a destination address and its 
mask length, a sender address and its mask length, a 4th 
layer protocol, its sender port number and a destination 
port number In the case that. e.g. an Ipv4 protocol is 
In use as a 3rd layer protocol and when any value is 
available in each column, it is set to an idle column. 
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